




















ENVIRONMENTALIST PROFILE

them and for me. I'm also doing sustainability
advising through another organization my
son, Eric, created called Audubon Lifestyles. 1
get towalka milein the shoes of alot of other
people - just like I did with superintendents
20 years ago. It's great!

So what's the difference between Audu-
bon Lifestyles and ISC?

Audubon Lifestyles is like personal training -
I work directly with all the parties involved
to write sustainable business plans. I do these
projects as a contractor through Audubon
Lifestyles. I sit down directly with them to
help them understand why a sustainable
approach is important to their non-profit
or community or company. Sometimes it's
a contentious situation and 1 say, “You all
should take a breath and see how you can
work together.” From there, they can reach
out through ISC and form other partnerships
with universities, consulting firms, etc. The
ISC is kind of the thread that binds pieces
of cloth together into a quilt. We connect
the dots.

How can golf be a part of that?

There's a chance right now for golf to be-
come far more proactive in communitywide
environmental stewardship. It takes a leap
of faith to think beyond the borders of the
course, but enlightened facilities can use this
to become models for their cities or states or
regions. Don’t you think something like that
would help courses solve some of their per-
ception problems? Don’t you think it would
be rewarding for the facility and make them
a shining star locally? It's enlightened self-
interest. It's good for the community, good
for the course and good for golf. For once,
others will be following golf's lead instead
of criticizing them and the industry will no
longer be on the defensive.

Okay, so you're reinventing yourself -
again. Are you having any fun, playing
any golf?

I still love golf but I don’t shoot any better
scores. I'm probably worse at the damn
game, but I enjoy it more. I'm relaxed — my
whole attitude is better because I just don’t

care anymore. | alsostill do photography and
I'm really interested in genealogy and family
history. I still like to fish but just don’t have
the time.

A superintendent once told me that
touring his course with you changed his
whole vision of his job. How does that
make you feel?

That'’s the ultimate satisfaction — on a person-
allevel - when that light bulb suddenly goes
on for a superintendent, or a businessman or
a community leader or anyone else.

For me, as a teacher, that's the ultimate.
It's even better when I can help them take
the next step and prod them to bring that
inspiration out to a larger community. ISC
and things like it need to be “viral.” If we can
help others articulate the vision, get excited
about it and communicate it to others, you
can change an entire community’s attitude.
But, it has to happen one person at a time.
That’s what I love about the road I'm on now.
I get to help create a better future one person
at a time. GCI
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Technology

— Greener for the Environment

— Greener for Your Wallet!

Pennington invites you to be a good steward to our planet by using grass seed
varieties containing our exclusive Extended Root'™ technology.

This new development is available in our premium bluegrass and fescue varieties.

INew'ERZltechnology

slincreased root depth & mass

» Stronger, healthier, plants
» Increased water savings

For information e-mail: sportturf@penningtonseed.com or call 1-800-286-6100 ext.263

28 APRILZ009

golfcourseindustry.com

WWW._ industry.com/r vice - #25

amoqn‘t © waterrequnred tomalntal

tarfiwhic fsaves you moneyw} whlle promotmg

r'\“beautlful

.
(" ..'}\‘ ’/’:.. \
\PENNINGTON |
L———S | = = l)—t

www.penningtonseed.com






